
Who killed William Higgins? 


Primary “credit” for the Marine’s 
death goes to the Organization for the 
Oppressed on Earth. In fact, there is 
no such “organization.” The name 
surfaced for the first time after the 
U.S. Marine was kidnapped 17 
months ago. 

Journalist Terry Anderson and the 
other seven American hostages still 
believed alive are prisoners of 
Hezbollah. The self-named Party of 
God is composed of adherents to 
Shiism, the Islamic faction notorious 
for its fanaticism. 

The possibility exists that 
Hezbollah “invented” the Organiz- 
ation for the Oppressed on Earth as a 
device to divert blame for Lt. Col. 
Higgins' seizure. But the organiz- 
ation could equally be the product of 
a schism within the Party of God 
which no longer satisfied the ambi- 
tions, personal or political, of all 
members. 

The confusion of today’s Lebanon 
is multiplied by the ability of anyone 
with a telephone to proclaim a new 
“truth” that, because of the prevail- 
ing chaos, no one can prove to be 
untrue. 

It is generally believed that 
William Higgins disappeared months 
ago into the same “black hole” of 
shattered Beirut’s suburbs, which 
had swallowed the other kidnap vic- 
tims. In addition to the Americans, 
there were at last count eight other 
Western prisoners, including 
Anglican churchman Terry Waite, 
who was seized in early 1987 while 
trying to negotiate release for all 
hostages. 

It should be recalled that the seiz- 
ing of non-Lebanese off the streets of 
Beirut began as an attempt to 
blackmail Kuwait into releasing 17 
prisoners convicted of terrorist acts 
against the royal family, whom 
Shiites accused of supporting Iraq in 
its long war with Iran. Last year a 
Kuwaiti airliner was hijacked for the 
same reason, and two passengers 
killed. Neither was American. * 

From the outset, Lt. Col. Higgins 
occupied a different status than the 

( other prisoners. His captors charged 
that his service with the U.N. Truce 
Supervisory Organization in Lebanon 
was a cover; they said he was spying 
for Israel whose 1982 invasion 
resulted in the truce which the U.N. 
had to supervise. 

The Marine's abduction was 


i 


viewed by some Middle East 
observers as a gesture of support for 
the Palestinian uprising, less than 
three months old when his kidnap- 
ping took place. • 

In those early days, Iran made 
every attempt to capitalize on the 
intifada. However, Teheran and its 
supporters competed with anti-PLO 
Arabs in seeking some claim for 
leadership in the occupied 
territories. None succeeded. 

Of all the groups, Lebanon’s radi- 
cal Shiites possessed the singular 
advantage of the American hostages, 
who could be used to apply pressure 
on the occupying power’s main 
source of financial and diplomatic 
strength, the United States. 
f Indeed, the pressure was applied 
I when Lt. Col. Higgins was “tried and 
convicted” as an Israeli spy, and 
I condemned to death. The “trial” was 
Laupposedly held in December. 

** But when his murder came, 
sources in the Pentagon said they 
believed the Marine had been still 
alive last week. A view that must 
have been shared by the Israelis who 
used a possible swap for the U.S. 
officer in their initial justification for 
their “counter” snatching of the 


^^^ShUt^cleric early Friday. 
"""TJJTTH^^ther hand, there appears 
little doubt that the latest kidnapping 
was in direct response to a break- 
down in negotiations to release three 
Israelis held captive in Lebanon 
since 1986. Bringing two soldiers and 
the downed flier home would provide 
a tremendous boost to a people whose 
self-esteem has been badly torn by 
the Palestinian uprising, now in its 
20th month. 

• According to the Jerusalem Pos t 
the intifada’s single most important 
victory was over the image of invin- 
cibility previously enjoyed by the 
[Israeli armed forces. Staging the 
I commando raid can be seen as an 
l attempt to regain lost luster. It calls 
to mind other daring forays of the 
past, notably the 1976 Israeli assault 
in Uganda. Paratroopers rescued 
passengers from a hijacked El-Al 
jet. On that success, the world 
erupted in praise for the Jewish 
nation. 

However. 12 years later, a different 
world condemned the Israelis when 
they sent a masked crew to Tunisia 
last year. They assassinated PLO 


inuiiary chief Abu Jihad whom they 
held responsible for the uprising. At 
any rate, killing Abu Jihad served 
chiefly to inspire the Palestinians to 
step up their protests. 

When informed of last week’s raid, 
George Bush condemned “kidnap- 
ping and violence” as instruments of 
any quest for peace. The president 
instructed U.S. Ambassador 
William Brown to inform the Israelis 
that this country wanted no part in a 
hostage swap. But to no avail. 

In its single direct response to 
demands from Lt. Col. Higgins’ 
captors, the Israeli government 
waited until shortly before the 
announced* execution deadline to 
offer an exchange of the Muslim 
clergyman and other Shiite prisoners 
for the captured Israeli soldiers and 
the hostages, including the Marine. 

7 The offer was accompanied by 
I news stories that reported Jerusalem 
lofficials placed little stock in the 
Jthreat against the U.S. officer. They 
may have relied on the “outside” 
intervention which his captors said 
caused them to delay a second 

1 American hostage’s murder. The 
official were wrong. William Higgins 
paid. 

At any rate, Jerusalem's 
insistance it still hoped for an ex- 
change was rebuffed yesterday by 
Shiites. At this point freedom 
appears no closer for the hostages in 
Lebanon. 

As the Israelis would have wel- 
comed praise had their risky scheme 

1 brought the colonel’s release, they 
must accept their share of involve- 
ment in his murder. 

And so must the Reagan adminis- 
tration. It was beyond conscience to 
allow another Marine to serve in the 
atmosphere of tribal warfare, which 
already had cost the lives of his 241 
comrades a few short years ago. 

In simple truth, no more Ameri- 
cans should be allowed in the Middle 
East until this country forges and 
enforces a pragmatic, intelligent 
policy that protects America’s 
interests. It is a travesty on our 
national honor and power that the 
United States has been reduced to the 
sidelines, where the only action pos- 
sible is reaction. 

At this moment my thoughts are 
with Mr. Anderson, Mr. Waite and 
those others still hostage. They have 
my prayers. In all this week’s cries 
for revenge, they were forgotten. As 
usual. 


